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estate, and at length his life ; and so his debts were
all paid at once.

Nor was the case of the creditor much better ; I
mean as far as respected his debt; for it was "very
seldom that any considerable dividend was made.
On the other hand, large contributions were called
for, before people knew whether it was likely any-
thing would be made of the debtor's effects, or no ;
and oftentimes the creditor lost his whole debt, con-
tribution-money and all; so that while the debtor
was kept on the rack, as above, being held in sus-
pense by the creditors, or by the commissioners, or
both, he spent the creditors' effects, and subsisted
at their expense, till the estate being wasted, the
loss fell heavy on every side, and generally most on
those who were least able to bear it.

By the present state of things, most of these in-
conveniences are remedied; the bankrupt can no
more sculk behind the door of the Fleet, and pre-
vent the commissioners' inspection; he must come
forth, be examined, give in an account, and surren-
der himself and effects too, or fly his country, and
be seen here no more: and, if he does come in,
he must give a full account upon oath, on the pe-
nalty of his neck.

When the effects are thus surrendered, the com-
missioners' proceedings are short and summary;
the assignees are obliged to make dividends, and
not detain the estate in their own hands, as was the
case in former days, till sometimes they became
bankrupts themselves; so that the creditors are
sure now what is put into the hands of the as-
signees, shall, in due time, and without the usual
delay, be fairly divided. On the other hand, the
poor debtor, having honestly discharged his part,
and no objection lying against the sincerity of the